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U W M  D O W N T O W N 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The University of Wisconsin ς aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜ όά¦²aέύ has kicked off its 
campus master planning (http://www4.uwm.edu/master_plan/) process, 
which has a clear focus on finding a location for the expansion of the 
College of Engineering and Applied Science.  Chancellor Carlos Santiago has 
expressed a desire to increase the research capacity of UWM.  Therefore, a 
desirable location for the new school would have plenty of room for 
associated research buildings and eventual spin-off companies.  Currently, 
the location that has been discussed the most is on the County Grounds in 
Wauwatosa, adjacent to the regional medical center and County Research 
Park.  As the campus master planning process moves forward, it is critical 
that other alternative locations also be considered for the expansion of 
UWM.  Specifically, downtown Milwaukee offers several advantages 
outlined briefly below and covered in greater detail on the following pages. 
 

 
Photo courtesy of Mark Cullen: www.markofphotography.com 

 

¶ Cost-Effective and Time-Efficient.  Downtown has the infrastructure 
needed for development (roads, sewer, water, stormwater management 
and telecommunications) already in place.  As a result, less time would 
have to be spent raising money and construction of school buildings 
could begin immediately. 

 

 

 

¶ Engineering Powerhouse an Economic Driver for Region.  Research 
universities have been proven to provide economic stimulus to an area.  
MSOE and Marquette already have great engineering schools. With the 
addition of UWM, combined with MATC, downtown would have a large 
cluster of talented engineering students and graduates that companies 
would want to be near. 

¶ Spin-off Opportunities.  Downtown has plenty of locations with 
affordable rents for spin-off companies to grow and prosper.  Downtown 
is also already a great place for the creative class.  It important to keep 
our young, entrepreneurial professionals in stimulating environments 
where they can share ideas. 

¶ Student Convenience.  A downtown location is accessible by transit, 
convenient for Milwaukee residents in need of a higher-education and 
close enough to the East Side campus for students to go back and forth 
between classes.  There is already discussion of a UWM School of Public 
Health in the downtown area.  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
U.S. Cellular Arena, and the continuing education program already has a 
large presence at Grand Avenue Mall.  Both facilities are located 
downtown.  With a UWM community already in place, continued 
expansion within downtown is the logical choice.   

¶ Environment.  Building ŀƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƛǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ άƎreenέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
would be few stormwater runoff issues, and it discourages urban sprawl 
and reduces energy and transportation demands.  This would be a giant 
ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ 
around the country continue to expand green areas of study.  

¶ Barriers to Development in Wauwatosa.  Many groups have fought the 
development of the County Grounds.  Other groups have fought 
expansion of other universities in Wauwatosa, such as Wisconsin 
Lutheran.  Downtown would welcome development and students with 
open arms.  

In addition, there are several examples of successful urban research 
universities and associated parks, as well as a few potential locations in or 
near downtown Milwaukee that would be suitable for the expansion of 
UWM. 

http://www4.uwm.edu/master_plan/
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Cost-Effective and Time-Efficient  
 
Downtown has the infrastructure needed for development (roads, sewer, water, 

stormwater management and telecommunications) already in place.  

Constructing that infrastructure on undeveloped land in Wauwatosa would 
cost between $15-20 million.  In addition, excess land would have to be 
purchased in Wauwatosa for freeway buffers and stormwater 
management.  In downtown, less land would need to be purchased, saving 
additional financial resources.  As a result, UWM would be able to spend 
their limited funds on actual school buildings, research facilities and chair 
endowments instead of land purchases and infrastructure.  Downtown 
would also allow shared parking opportunities, whereas in Wauwatosa, all 
parking would be used solely for UWM and left underutilized in off-peak 
times.   
 
Not only will UWM have to spend less time raising money to begin 
construction, but with infrastructure in place, they can begin construction 
of school buildings immediately.  There would be little public opposition to 
students moving into the downtown area and there are limited 
environmental concerns with a downtown location.  As a result, the public 
hearing process would progress without difficulty.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Costs Wauwatosa Downtown 

¶ Purchase Price of 
Land 

¶ $12 million1 ¶ $4-6 million2 

¶ Major Infrastructure ¶ $15-20 million3 ¶ $04 

¶ Parking Facilities 
¶ $20 million, exclusive use, 1000 car 

garage 
¶ Arrangement with other 

operations 

¶ Approvals 
¶ Milwaukee County Approval and 

City of Wauwatosa Approval 
¶ City of Milwaukee 

Approval 

¶ Timing ¶ Must build infrastructure first  

¶ Zoo Interchange reconstruction 
starts in 2010 

¶ Infrastructure already in 
place 

¶ Marquette Interchange 
done in 2009 

¶ Additional ¶ Underground or structured 
parking5 

¶ Rehabilitatation of the Eschweiler 
Buildings 

¶ Unknown soil conditions (burial 
ground?) 

¶ Transportation between main 
campus 

¶ Students services (housing, 
cafeteria, etc.) 

¶ Underground or 
structured parking 

¶ Unknown soil conditions 
(contamination?) 

¶ Externalities/Social 
Costs 

¶ Environmental Impacts (traffic, 
stormwater, sprawl) 

¶ Student access to higher education 
impeded 

¶ None 

 
Notes: 
1. This estimate, from a November 17, 2007 Journal-Sentinel article, is extremely conservative for the purchase 

of 83 acres of valuable County Grounds land: http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=687436. 
However, less than 50% of the 83 acres would be used for UWM buildings and related research, the remaining 
ŀŎǊŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜǿŀȅ ōǳŦŦŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¦²a ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 
used for research. http://www.uwm.edu/CEAS/assets/UWMInnovationParkDraft0907.pdf  

2. Downtown land sells for approximately $2m/acre. Only 2-3 acres (one city block, no land assembly needed) 
would be needed for the school in a downtown location because there is no need to build roads, pay for 
freeway buffers or stormwater management spaces. Plenty of vacant land available, no demolition costs 
needed.  

3. Estimated costs for roads, sewer, water, stormwater management and other major infrastructure needed in 
Wauwatosa.  

4. Downtown has all major infrastructure in place.  
5. !ǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ¦²aΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŀ 

1,000 car underground parking deck: http://www.uwm.edu/CEAS/assets/UWMInnovationParkDraft0907.pdf  

http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=687436
http://www.uwm.edu/CEAS/assets/UWMInnovationParkDraft0907.pdf
http://www.uwm.edu/CEAS/assets/UWMInnovationParkDraft0907.pdf
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Engineering Powerhouse an Economic Driver for Region  

In an increasingly global economy, former economic powerhouses like 
Milwaukee are trying to find a new niche. 

The headlines are filled with stories of water shortages, an energy crisis 
and increasing global climate concerns.  It is clear that freshwater, energy 
and environmental research and technologies will be extremely important 
in the coming years.  Recent studies by the M7 initiative indicate that 
Milwaukee has strength in advanced manufacturing, green technology, 
energy efficiency and to a lesser extent, biomedical. 

So why does UWM want to expand its engineering and research at the 
County Grounds near the Medical College of Wisconsin όάa/²έύ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
biomedical institutions?  While the research at MCW is tremendous and a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƛǘǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¦²aΩǎ 
strengths.  Further, it is clear that UW-Madison is a global leader in 
biomedical research and will continue its dominance in gaining biomedical 
research dollars. 

UWM could carve out its own niche in the regional and global economy by 
focusing on advanced manufacturing, green engineering and energy 
research.  Milwaukee already has several major global companies that 
work in these fields, such as Johnson Controls, Rockwell Automation, WE 
Energies and Eaton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not only could UWM be teaming up with these corporations, but they 
could also team up with Marquette University, the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering and Discovery World, to create a cluster of engineering 
education and research that would make Milwaukee a global leader in 
advanced manufacturing, green engineering and energy research.  A 
central location to all of these institutions is downtown Milwaukee.  This 
cluster would enable Milwaukee to attract researchers from around the 
world and make Milwaukee a magnet for new industry.  
 

 
Discovery World at Pier Wisconsin 
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Spin-Off Opportunities  

One of the main reasons given for expanding UWM in Wauwatosa is the 
availability of land for spin-off companies that result from the research 
conducted at the new campus.  Spin-off companies are what will drive the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ 
capitalize on the potential research done by UWM. 
 
While the availability of space may be more obvious in Wauwatosa (as 
there is ample space for greenfield development), that does not mean that 
downtown Milwaukee does not have the capacity for spin-off companies.  
In fact, quite the opposite is true.  Downtown has much more room than is 
needed for both UWM research and  the growth of spin-off companies. 
 
There are several areas in downtown with either available office space or 
undeveloped land that could accommodate research/university functions 
or spin-off companies. 
 
In total, using a conservative estimate, downtown Milwaukee has 
2,400,000 SF of space currently available, 1,500,000 SF of potential space 
and 71 acres of available land for development: 
 
¶ The Brewery ς Work is already underway to convert several buildings to 

office and residential uses.  However, the development is in need of a 
anchor and has at least 750,000 SF of potential space available. 

¶ MacArthur Square ς A plan was recently put together showing what the 
future of MacArthur Square could look like.  Several potential buildings 
have been contemplated, but none of them have tenants.  
Conservatively, 750,000-1,000,000 SF of space could be made available. 

¶ Park East ς Many projects in the Park East are underway, however, there 
is plenty of acreage left for new construction.  Generally, there are 14 
acres west of the river and 12 acres east of the river that could be 
developed. 

¶ Haymarket ς The area north of the Park East and west of Martin Luther 
King Drive is full of opportunity.  Haymarket is a mix of century-old 
buildings, underutilized warehouses and vacant lots.  There is at least 45 
acres of vacant land or deteriorated/obsolete buildings for development. 
In addition, the older buildings could be rehabbed into affordable 
incubator space. 

¶ Schlitz Park ς There is approximately 200,000 SF of space available at 
Schlitz Park. 

¶ Central Business District ς The CBD has 2,200,000 SF of vacant space for 
all types and rents. 

 

 
 
bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ¦²aΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
vision and associated spin-offs, it has much more variety than would be 
available in Wauwatosa.  The above areas provide a wide range of office 
spaces, from warehouse conversions to Class A space in an office tower.  A 
new start-up company may not be able to afford rent in a new office 
building like is proposed for the UWM Wauwatosa campus.  However, they 
could more easily afford space in a warehouse at The Brewery or in 
Haymarket, allowing them to spend their resources on research instead of 
rent.  !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ¦²aΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
have a greater economic impact on the Milwaukee region than if located 
elsewhere. 
 
Downtown Milwaukee is also the ideal place for attracting members of the 
Creative Class needed to make spin-off companies a success.  The Creative 
Class prefers to be in urban areas that offer a variety of housing and 
entertainment options.  As a result, downtown Milwaukee will be an easier 
place for attracting global talent.   
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Students  

Students are the main customers of a university.  It is important to the 
Milwaukee region that we attract students to Milwaukee and keep them 
here after they graduate.  Therefore, our universities must always keep the 
students in mind when developing plans for the future.  Unfortunately, 
¦²aΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƛǘǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ 
Wauwatosa is not in the best interest of UWM students.  Downtown 
Milwaukee, however, is an excellent place for students to live and learn, 
and downtown would welcome the vitality that students bring.  Here are 
just a few of the important reasons why expanding UWM downtown 
would be beneficial to the students, and ultimately, the Milwaukee region 
as a whole:   

¶ Class Scheduling.  Having classes on the same campus or a satellite 
campus in close proximity, such as downtown Milwaukee, makes it much 
easier to get to class. As a result, more students are likely to attend class. 
They will also be able to have more flexibility in their schedule to allow 
time for a part-time job or additional study time. A recent study by Ohio 
State University shows that the distance a student lives from their classes 
is directly correlated to how many years it takes them to graduate and 
their overall GPA:   
http://creativeclass.typepad.com/thecreativityexchange/2008/02/whos-
your-dorm.html   

¶ Transit Access.  In addition to being environmentally friendly and 
reducing the demand for parking on East Side, being able to take efficient 
transit to class is a major benefit to students. They do not need to spend 
money maintaining a car or paying for parking that could be better spent 
on tuition. They save time that could be better spent studying. Taking 
transit to the UW-Tosa site from the East Side would take over 45 
minutes. However, downtown is currently served extensively by transit, 
with buses running from downtown to the East Side on a regular basis 
and taking only 10-15 minutes.  

¶ Housing Options.  The East Side provides several housing options for 
students, including dorms, apartments and duplexes. A UWM expansion 
downtown would only increase the number of housing options available 
to students in both the type of housing and rent levels. With a cluster of 
Marquette, MSOE and MATC students nearby, it is likely that private 
dorms or apartments aimed towards students would be added to the 
housing mix in the downtown area. This will reduce the strain that  

 

students are currently placing on the East Side neighborhoods. In 
addition, having students downtown will show future young 
professionals the great urban living environment downtown Milwaukee 
has to offer. When these students graduate, they will be more likely to 
ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǳǊō 
brain drain.  

¶ Convenience.  A downtown location for UWM would be extremely 
convenient for students looking for internships or part-time jobs. With 
over 70,000 employees downtown, there are plenty of opportunities for 
internships. Also, with a strong service economy with many sporting 
events, conventions and other special events, downtown Milwaukee is an 
easy place for students to get the part-time job they need to buy books 
and cover rent. A downtown campus would also be near several major 
educational and cultural amenities for students, such as the Milwaukee 
Public Library, the Milwaukee Public Museum and Discovery World.  

¶ Access to Education.  UWM expanding downtown makes access to higher 
education easier for the residents who need it most. The strength of the 
Milwaukee region depends on the success of the inner city. UW-Tosa 
would be moving higher ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜΩǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǘȅΦ 
However, putting UWM downtown will make the path to higher 
education easier for those who might not have even thought of college as 
a viable option.  

We must give Milwaukee and Wisconsin residents a reason to choose 
UWM.  Placing UWM in Wauwatosa will be a major deterrent to potential 
engineering students solely because of its isolated and inaccessible 
location.  The Milwaukee region cannot afford to lose some of its brightest 
students to other areas of the state or other states entirely.  One of the 
best ways to attract them to UWM is to offer a learning experience that 
cannot be found at other universities.  Downtown Milwaukee would 
provide a setting and environment that would excite students about 
enrolling at UWM and staying in the Milwaukee region after they graduate. 

http://creativeclass.typepad.com/thecreativityexchange/2008/02/whos-your-dorm.html
http://creativeclass.typepad.com/thecreativityexchange/2008/02/whos-your-dorm.html
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Environment  

As UWM studies location alternatives for the expansion of their campus, 
the discussion has been focused on finding enough room for UWM and 
enough money to support an expansion.  As a result, many other critical 
topics have been overlooked.  In particular, the impact that an expansion 
of UWM would have on the environment is an important factor to consider 
when comparing locations.  Downtown Milwaukee would enable UWM to 
build an environmentally conscious campus, as well as position the school 
to be a leader in the green economy. 

CƛǊǎǘΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƛǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ άƎǊŜŜƴέΦ  In general, it 
discourages urban sprawl, resulting in fewer stormwater runoff issues and 
reduced energy and transportation demands. At a time when a gallon of 
gas is over $4.00 and only likely to increase over the long-term, choosing a 
location primarily accessible only by personal vehicles is irresponsible to 
both the environment and the faculty/students who have to travel there 
on a daily basis.  Downtown Milwaukee is served by over a dozen bus lines 
όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻ ŦǊƻƳ ¦²aΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ǎƛŘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴύ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
also accessible by bike, walking and other alternative modes of 
transportation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Secondly, a macro view of the environmental problems facing the world 
indicates that new inventions will need to be put into commercial 
production to solve global environmental issues.  The M7 initiative has 
identified Milwaukee as a leader in green technology and energy 
efficiency.  UWM could carve out its own niche in the regional and global 
economy by focusing its research in those fields.  Partnering with local 
corporations such as Johnson Controls, Rockwell Automation, WE Energies 
and Eaton, as well as Marquette University and the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering, would create a cluster of research that would make 
Milwaukee a global leader in green engineering and energy research. 
 

 
Tower Automotive Site ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŜƴƭƛƎƘǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ 

 
A central location to all of these institutions is downtown Milwaukee.  
Manufacturing the commercial applications of this research could take 
place in nearby areas such as the Menomonee Valley, 30th Street 
Industrial Corridor and Riverworks, providing jobs to areas of the 
Milwaukee region that need them most. 
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Barriers to Development in Wauwatosa  

¦²aΩǎ plan to build an engineering and research campus on the County 
DǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ²ŀǳǿŀǘƻǎŀ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜ ŀ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  
However, there are many obstacles that will delay the campus from 
becoming a reality, and as a result, will delay the economic benefits to the 
region.  Here are just a few of those obstacles (while none of these are 
necessarily deal-killers, they will certainly cause significant and costly 
delays): 
 
¶ Opposition to Building on County Grounds.  For years, there has been 

opposition to developing the County Grounds from various groups.  The 
areas that have already been developed were much more commercial in 
nature.  However, the remaining piece being proposed for UWM, 
between Swan Boulevard and Watertown Plank, is currently open green 
space. Several environmental groups will oppose construction on the 
remaining open land. 

 

¶ Opposition to University Expansion in Wauwatosa.  Wisconsin Lutheran 
College, located just on the other side of the Medical Complex from the 
UWM site has been in a constant struggle with neighbors to expand their 
campus.  Residents have opposed expansion for several reasons, 
including (like on the East Side of Milwaukee) a disinterest in additional 
student housing in their neighborhood.  

 

¶ Site Issues.  There have been recent reports about the pauper cemeteries 
on the County Grounds, many of the remains coming from the 
tuberculosis hospital that was once there.  It is very likely that additional 
remains are buried on the UWM site.  In addition, the site is in the 
pathway of butterfly migration.  

 

¶ Infrastructure and Access.  The site at the County Grounds will need 
substantial infrastructure installed, such as roads, sewer, water and 
electric before construction can begin.  Since the site is currently 
pervious, storm water runoff management will require a significant 
amount of land and additional expense.  Finally, the Zoo Interchange is 
expected to be under reconstruction from 2012-16.  The project will 
extend past North Avenue.  As a result, access to the UWM site will be 
impaired during construction and possibly even once the complex is 
completed. 
(http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/sefreeways/zooindex.htm)  

 

In contrast, Downtown Milwaukee has many vacant lots that are ready to 
be built on as quickly as UWM wants. There will be little to no neighbor 
opposition and the infrastructure is already in place.  In addition to various 
transit options downtown, the Marquette Interchange will be completed 
by the beginning of 2009.  All of this means that UWM will be able to get in 
the ground earlier, thus providing our region with needed jobs and 
investment sooner.  Instead of spending scarce university, state and 
philanthropic dollars on infrastructure in Wauwatosa, those same funds 
could be put towards classroom buildings, computer labs, research labs, 
chair endowments and curriculum. 

 
Initial Site Plan for UWM Campus in Wauwatosa 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/sefreeways/zooindex.htm)
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Examples of Urban Research Universities 
 
In the UWM expansion discussions, some 
have claimed that there is not enough 
room in downtown Milwaukee for an 
urban research park.  Others have 
suggested that UWM follow UW-
aŀŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ in building a suburban 
research park.   
 
Below are examples of major research 
universities growing and conducting 
research in urban settings, which should 
serve as models for the creation of an 
urban research center in downtown 
Milwaukee by UWM (with possible 
partnerships with Marquette University, 
MSOE and others).  Spin-off development 
and manufacturing of the commercial 
applications from that research could 
occur in the Menomonee Valley, 30th 
Street Industrial Corridor and Riverworks 
areas.   
 
 
¶ California Institute of Technology ς  

Location:  Pasadena, CA (adjacent to downtown) 
Research Expenditures in 2006:  $270.2m 
Comments:  Major research conducted in engineering, science and 
technology fields in an urban setting.  Responsible for more than 80 start-
ups, mostly located in Pasadena.   

 

¶ University of Alabama ς Birmingham ς  
Location:  Birmingham, AL (adjacent to downtown) 
Research Expenditures in 2006:  $331.4m 
Comments:  While much of the research funding is for the medical 
school, UAB is similar to UWM in that it is the second largest public 
university in the state and is located in an urban area near the downtown 
of the largest city in the state.   

 
 
 

¶ University of Illinois ς Chicago ς  
Location:  Chicago, IL (dense neighborhood near downtown) 
Research Expenditures in 2006:  $332.1m 
Comments:  While much of the research funding is for the medical 
school, UIC is similar to UWM in that it is the second largest public 
university in the state located near the downtown of the largest city in 
the state.  Along with The University of Chicago and Northwestern 
University, it is involved with the Chicago Technology Park Research 
Center located just 2 miles west of downtown Chicago 
(http://www.techpark.com/).   

 

¶ University of Toronto ς  
Location:  Toronto, ON (urban neighborhood) 
Research Expenditure in 2006:  Not available 
Comments:  Has partnered with other higher-education institutions in 
Toronto to form the MaRS Discovery District, over two square kilometers 
of scientific research (http://www.marsdd.com/).  A former hospital and 
adjacent underutilized properties were converted into an urban research 
park.   

 

¶ Other examples of successful urban research school include: Carnegie 
Mellon, Case Western Reserve University, Columbia University, Georgia 
Institute of Technology, Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, University of Pennsylvania and 
University of Pittsburgh. 

 
It is clear that universities that are similar to UWM are thriving and that 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎΦ   
 
Source: 2006 total research dollars, all fields and all grant sources:  
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/nsf08300/pdf/tab27.pdf 
 

 

http://www.techpark.com/
http://www.marsdd.com/
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/nsf08300/pdf/tab27.pdf
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Potential Downtown Area Locations 
 
All locations have the following advantages listed previously, such as: 

¶ Close to the existing UWM east side campus and connected by transit 

¶ Infrastructure already in place 

¶ Marquette Interchange done in 2009 
 
 
 

Downtown Area Location Advantages Disadvantages 

Park East (west end) 

ω Near proposed School of Public Health 
ω Near underutilized property in the Park East, The Brewery 
and Haymarket. 
ω ¦ƴŘŜǾŜƭƻped land = blank slate 
ω /ƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

ω Tax-exempt property in the Park East Tax Incremental Financing 
District 

 

MacArthur Square 

ω Near underutilized property in the Park East, The Brewery 
and Haymarket. 
ω Near Milwaukee Area Technical College 
ω /ƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

ω Few vacant lots available 
ω Parking ramp status uncertain 

The Brewery 
ω Near proposed UWM School of Public Health 
ω Existing building could be converted to school use 

ω LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ place 
ω May be difficult to rehab existing buildings 

CƛŦǘƘ ²ŀǊŘκ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ 
ω Near Water Research Institute and Rockwell 
Automation 
ω Relatively inexpensive land 

ω Furthest from Downtown 
ω Privately-owned land may be difficult to acquire 

Vacant lots along I-794 ω Near Johnson Controls 
ω Freeway visibility 
ω bŜŀǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ  

ω Less room in immediate vicinity for spin-off development 
ω Privately-owned land may be difficult to acquire 

 
 
A map of these locations is on the following page. 
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Potential Downtown Area Locations ς Map 
 

 

Park East The Brewery 

MacArthur Square 

²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘκCƛŦǘƘ ²ŀǊŘ 

I-794 


