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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The University of Wisconsin ς aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜ όά¦²aέύ has kicked off its 
campus master planning (http://www4.uwm.edu/master_plan/) process, 
which has a clear focus on finding a location for the expansion of the 
College of Engineering and Applied Science.  Chancellor Carlos Santiago has 
expressed a desire to increase the research capacity of UWM.  Therefore, a 
desirable location for the new school would have plenty of room for 
associated research buildings and eventual spin-off companies.  Currently, 
the location that has been discussed the most is on the County Grounds in 
Wauwatosa, adjacent to the regional medical center and County Research 
Park.  As the campus master planning process moves forward, it is critical 
that other alternative locations also be considered for the expansion of 
UWM.  Specifically, downtown Milwaukee offers several advantages 
outlined briefly below and covered in greater detail on the following pages. 
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¶ Cost-Effective and Time-Efficient.  Downtown has the infrastructure 
needed for development (roads, sewer, water, stormwater management 
and telecommunications) already in place.  As a result, less time would 
have to be spent raising money and construction of school buildings 
could begin immediately. 

 

 

 

¶ Engineering Powerhouse an Economic Driver for Region.  Research 
universities have been proven to provide economic stimulus to an area.  
MSOE and Marquette already have great engineering schools. With the 
addition of UWM, combined with MATC, downtown would have a large 
cluster of talented engineering students and graduates that companies 
would want to be near. 

¶ Spin-off Opportunities.  Downtown has plenty of locations with 
affordable rents for spin-off companies to grow and prosper.  Downtown 
is also already a great place for the creative class.  It important to keep 
our young, entrepreneurial professionals in stimulating environments 
where they can share ideas. 

¶ Student Convenience.  A downtown location is accessible by transit, 
convenient for Milwaukee residents in need of a higher-education and 
close enough to the East Side campus for students to go back and forth 
between classes.  There is already discussion of a UWM School of Public 
Health in the downtown area.  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
U.S. Cellular Arena, and the continuing education program already has a 
large presence at Grand Avenue Mall.  Both facilities are located 
downtown.  With a UWM community already in place, continued 
expansion within downtown is the logical choice.   

¶ Environment.  Building ŀƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ƛǎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ άƎreenέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
would be few stormwater runoff issues, and it discourages urban sprawl 
and reduces energy and transportation demands.  This would be a giant 
ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀǎ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎ 
around the country continue to expand green areas of study.  

¶ Barriers to Development in Wauwatosa.  Many groups have fought the 
development of the County Grounds.  Other groups have fought 
expansion of other universities in Wauwatosa, such as Wisconsin 
Lutheran.  Downtown would welcome development and students with 
open arms.  

In addition, there are several examples of successful urban research 
universities and associated parks, as well as a few potential locations in or 
near downtown Milwaukee that would be suitable for the expansion of 
UWM. 

http://www4.uwm.edu/master_plan/
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Cost-Effective and Time-Efficient  
 
Downtown has the infrastructure needed for development (roads, sewer, water, 

stormwater management and telecommunications) already in place.  

Constructing that infrastructure on undeveloped land in Wauwatosa would 
cost between $15-20 million.  In addition, excess land would have to be 
purchased in Wauwatosa for freeway buffers and stormwater 
management.  In downtown, less land would need to be purchased, saving 
additional financial resources.  As a result, UWM would be able to spend 
their limited funds on actual school buildings, research facilities and chair 
endowments instead of land purchases and infrastructure.  Downtown 
would also allow shared parking opportunities, whereas in Wauwatosa, all 
parking would be used solely for UWM and left underutilized in off-peak 
times.   
 
Not only will UWM have to spend less time raising money to begin 
construction, but with infrastructure in place, they can begin construction 
of school buildings immediately.  There would be little public opposition to 
students moving into the downtown area and there are limited 
environmental concerns with a downtown location.  As a result, the public 
hearing process would progress without difficulty.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Costs Wauwatosa Downtown 

¶ Purchase Price of 
Land 

¶ $12 million1 ¶ $4-6 million2 

¶ Major Infrastructure ¶ $15-20 million3 ¶ $04 

¶ Parking Facilities 
¶ $20 million, exclusive use, 1000 car 

garage 
¶ Arrangement with other 

operations 

¶ Approvals 
¶ Milwaukee County Approval and 

City of Wauwatosa Approval 
¶ City of Milwaukee 

Approval 

¶ Timing ¶ Must build infrastructure first  

¶ Zoo Interchange reconstruction 
starts in 2010 

¶ Infrastructure already in 
place 

¶ Marquette Interchange 
done in 2009 

¶ Additional ¶ Underground or structured 
parking5 

¶ Rehabilitatation of the Eschweiler 
Buildings 

¶ Unknown soil conditions (burial 
ground?) 

¶ Transportation between main 
campus 

¶ Students services (housing, 
cafeteria, etc.) 

¶ Underground or 
structured parking 

¶ Unknown soil conditions 
(contamination?) 

¶ Externalities/Social 
Costs 

¶ Environmental Impacts (traffic, 
stormwater, sprawl) 

¶ Student access to higher education 
impeded 

¶ None 

 
Notes: 
1. This estimate, from a November 17, 2007 Journal-Sentinel article, is extremely conservative for the purchase 

of 83 acres of valuable County Grounds land: http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=687436. 
However, less than 50% of the 83 acres would be used for UWM buildings and related research, the remaining 
ŀŎǊŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜǿŀȅ ōǳŦŦŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¦²a ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 
used for research. http://www.uwm.edu/CEAS/assets/UWMInnovationParkDraft0907.pdf  

2. Downtown land sells for approximately $2m/acre. Only 2-3 acres (one city block, no land assembly needed) 
would be needed for the school in a downtown location because there is no need to build roads, pay for 
freeway buffers or stormwater management spaces. Plenty of vacant land available, no demolition costs 
needed.  

3. Estimated costs for roads, sewer, water, stormwater management and other major infrastructure needed in 
Wauwatosa.  

4. Downtown has all major infrastructure in place.  
5. !ǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ¦²aΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŀ 

1,000 car underground parking deck: http://www.uwm.edu/CEAS/assets/UWMInnovationParkDraft0907.pdf  

http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=687436
http://www.uwm.edu/CEAS/assets/UWMInnovationParkDraft0907.pdf
http://www.uwm.edu/CEAS/assets/UWMInnovationParkDraft0907.pdf
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Engineering Powerhouse an Economic Driver for Region  

In an increasingly global economy, former economic powerhouses like 
Milwaukee are trying to find a new niche. 

The headlines are filled with stories of water shortages, an energy crisis 
and increasing global climate concerns.  It is clear that freshwater, energy 
and environmental research and technologies will be extremely important 
in the coming years.  Recent studies by the M7 initiative indicate that 
Milwaukee has strength in advanced manufacturing, green technology, 
energy efficiency and to a lesser extent, biomedical. 

So why does UWM want to expand its engineering and research at the 
County Grounds near the Medical College of Wisconsin όάa/²έύ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
biomedical institutions?  While the research at MCW is tremendous and a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƛǘǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¦²aΩǎ 
strengths.  Further, it is clear that UW-Madison is a global leader in 
biomedical research and will continue its dominance in gaining biomedical 
research dollars. 

UWM could carve out its own niche in the regional and global economy by 
focusing on advanced manufacturing, green engineering and energy 
research.  Milwaukee already has several major global companies that 
work in these fields, such as Johnson Controls, Rockwell Automation, WE 
Energies and Eaton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not only could UWM be teaming up with these corporations, but they 
could also team up with Marquette University, the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering and Discovery World, to create a cluster of engineering 
education and research that would make Milwaukee a global leader in 
advanced manufacturing, green engineering and energy research.  A 
central location to all of these institutions is downtown Milwaukee.  This 
cluster would enable Milwaukee to attract researchers from around the 
world and make Milwaukee a magnet for new industry.  
 

 
Discovery World at Pier Wisconsin 

 




